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Layla Morgan 
Interviewer: Thank you for talking with me today, Layla. I’m here with a big group of people who are trying to find out what it’s been like for you and your family to work with the Department of Child and Family Services—you know, the people that Ms. Tillman works with? That’s been helping your sisters and your mom? Do you think you can answer some questions for me?
Layla: Yes.
Interviewer: Great. I mainly want to ask you about all the different ways Ms. Tillman and the others helped you over the last year and what it was like for you to work with them. And I want you to know that I’m going to keep anything you tell me between us—I won’t tell Ms. Tillman or any of the others what you said, even if it’s something they might not like. And you won’t get in trouble for anything you say either. So what that means is you can be totally honest with me about everything I ask. OK?
Layla: OK.
Interviewer: Now, I know that some things might be hard to talk about. If I ask you a question that you’d rather not answer, just let know. You can be honest about that, too. OK? Do you have any questions before we start?
Layla: No 
Interviewer: So before I start, can you tell me in your own words why the Department of Child and Family Services came to see your family?
Layla: I guess because my mom hurt herself at work. And she couldn’t work, and we didn’t have money, and her medicine made her not take care of me and my sisters. 
Interviewer: How did her medicine make it so she couldn’t take care of you and your sisters?
Layla: It made her sleepy all the time. And she forgot things.
Interviewer: What did she forget?
Layla: To get food. Sometimes to wash clothes. And sometimes she forgot my medicine. And Kerry had to help her remember or do it by herself.
Interviewer: Kerry is your older sister? 
Layla: Uh-huh. Sometimes she made us stuff to eat and helped get Jessica ready for school. And she would get food from the cafeteria at school. That was before the ladies came to help, though.
Interviewer: The ladies? Do you remember their names?
Layla: No. There were two of them and they were nice. They helped clean up the house. And one brought food and some new clothes. And we got a washing machine! And I remember one of them helped me go to the doctor and get medicine.
Interviewer: What medicine did you get?
Layla: I have seizures and the medicine makes me not.
Interviewer: What else did these ladies do for you and your family?
Layla: Um…I think they helped me and my sisters with school. And with the summer program at the park! That was fun. We got to go swimming and to the library. And I think one of them helped my mom fix the house.
Interviewer: Sounds like those things were really helpful. So let me ask you this: Did you feel safe in your home with your mom and sisters?
Layla: One of the ladies asked that sometimes. I felt safe when they came because the other people didn’t come when they did. 
Interviewer: The other people?
Layla: I didn’t like them. They were scary and mean. I don’t know why my mom let them come over. Kerry said that they were friends with Jessica’s dad. But he went away, so why did his friends still come over? 
Interviewer: So they stopped coming when the ladies were there?
Layla: Uh-huh. But then they stopped coming, and the people came back. And my mom said her back was hurting more, so she had to take more medicine. Sometimes Kerry would take me and Jessica on a walk so we didn’t have to be home. It would be dark. That was kind of scary, too. Or sometimes we would go stay at our neighbors for a little bit. And when we got back, they were all gone, or everyone was sleeping.
Interviewer: OK, thanks for those very good answers. Now, I’d like to ask you about your time 
in foster care. I understand that were in three different foster homes. Is that right?
Layla: Yes.
Interviewer: Let’s talk about each one of those, beginning with the Jacksons. 
Layla: That’s where we went first, but we didn’t stay long. I didn’t like it there.
Interviewer: Do you remember why you didn’t like it there?
Layla: I don’t remember. I don’t want to talk about them. 
Interviewer: OK. That’s fine. But one more question: Did you talk with Ms. Tillman about it?
Layla: I guess so. I don’t want to talk about it. 
Interviewer: OK. So then you lived with the Shanihans. 
Layla: They let me call them Lupe and Josh. They were so nice. Brooke, I mean, Ms. Tillman, told them I wanted to see Kerry and Jessica, and so they let me see them all the time. And they helped me with my new school. At first I didn’t want to change schools. But I love my school now. Everybody’s nicer there; nobody teases me. 
Interviewer: That’s wonderful. And then you moved to the Valencias, after that, right? Why did you have to move from the Shanihans, do you think?
Layla: Ms. Tillman said because the Shanihans were a special kind of foster home that was for kids who are having a hard time because they’re too sad. Like me, I guess. But I was better, and so she said I could move to a regular house and be able to live with my sisters again.
Interviewer: How do you feel about where you’re living now? With the Valencias?
Layla: I like it a lot. Me and Jessica share a room. I miss Josh and Lupe, but we talk and sometimes Skype, and I even get to see them on weekends sometimes. And the Valencias are really nice, too.
Interviewer: How often would you say you see Ms. Tillman? 
Layla: I don’t know. A lot, I guess. She visits us at the Valencias’ house all the time. And I see her even more when stuff is happening.
Interviewer: What kind of stuff?
Layla: Like, sometimes I went to her office when my mom or Raymond visits. And she comes to visit me at my foster homes and tells me when stuff is going on and asks me what I think about it. And she also gave us her cell phone number so I could call her. She made me promise to always call her right away if I felt too scared or sad about anything. And she would always ask me how things are going and if I felt safe. 
Interviewer: That’s good. You’re doing a great job answering my questions, Layla. I’ve only got a few more. This next one is about goals. Children in foster care all have a goal that everybody is trying to make happen. Do you know your goals? 
Layla: Well…adoption, I think. Right? I used to have two goals, but the judge took one of them away.
Interviewer: Yes, adoption is your goal. Do you know what your other one was?
Layla: I think so. It’s reu…reuna…reuna something. I can’t remember the word. 
Interviewer: Reunification?
Layla: That’s it! Reunification. It’s the one where Ms. Tillman was trying to get me and my sisters back with my mom, but my mom keeps having problems with her medicine. They’re drugs, actually. She has a drug problem, and she can’t stop, and she’s in prison now for a long time. Brooke, I mean, Ms. Tillman, said that’s why I need to have my adoption goal. 
Interviewer: Did she ever talk to you about that goal and what it means?
Layla: She said it means we become part of a new family and have other people be our parents. It is what happens when your mom and dad can’t take care of you. She told us—me and my sisters, I mean—to talk to Dr. Peilter about our feelings about being adopted. And it was weird at first, I guess, but the Valencias said they want to adopt us, so that would be OK.
Interviewer: Did Ms. Tillman ask you what you would like to see happen?
Layla: Sure. She was always asking me and my sisters that kind of stuff. And we’d tell her. We told her that we wanted to live together and that happened. Also told her that I didn’t want to visit with Raymond and she didn’t make me. 
Interviewer: Let’s talk about visiting – the visiting you had with your mom and Raymond – your dad, and your sisters. You said that you started seeing your sisters again right after you moved to the Shanihans, is that right?
Layla: Uh-huh. They came over that same week. And sometimes I would go over to see them. And sometimes we’d all do things together, like when we went to visit our new school. Or we would go to the park or the mall. And we went to a couple of movies, too. And I could call or text or Skype, but not too late because Jessica might be asleep. Oh and we saw each other at school, too. But I already said school, right?
Interviewer: That’s fine. And what about your mother? What were those visits like?
Layla: I saw her at first right away – but only a couple of times. Then I almost never saw her, because she’s in prison. I think prison is worse than jail because you stay longer and you can’t visit people in prison.
Interviewer: You did. But you did see her sometimes?
Layla: Sometimes. When I first went into foster care and she got out of jail I saw her. But then I didn’t for a long time. We didn’t know where she was. When she was at that treatment place, we could visit her. But that was weird. I liked seeing her, but there was always someone with us, and they would tell my mom what to do. 
Interviewer: Did you see her after she got out of treatment?
Layla: Sometimes.
Interviewer: Can you tell me more about those visits? You told me she would come to Ms. Tillman’s office – did you have visits anywhere else? And how often, do you think? 
Layla: I don’t know how often. Maybe every week? It was mostly in Ms. Tillman’s office, but sometimes one of the aides would take us to the park. And a few times, the Shanihans or Valencias would take us to meet my mom somewhere. Those visits were fun because we got to hang out longer. But then one time my mom didn’t come. We waited for her, but she never came. Kerry said it was because she was using drugs again. I guess she was right. 
Interviewer: What about other family members? Did you have visits with any of them?
Layla: Well, we would visit with Aunt Patty by Skype. She lives far away, and I don’t remember her much, but Kerry said she used to come see us all the time and showed me pictures of her when I was just a baby. And I met my grandma, my auntie and cousins for the first time a few weeks ago! They’re Indians! The Valencias take us to see them mostly on weekends. We went to a dance once. It was cool. 
Interviewer: Your grandma and your auntie—is that is your father’s mother and sister?
Layla: You mean Raymond? I guess so. He is there when we go to visit.  It’s okay seeing him now. I used to not like it, but it is okay now. 
Interviewer: Why?
Layla: I don’t know he was just different. Dr. Peilter said all dads are different, though. So I guess he’s different. Ms. Tillman said I don’t have to visit him if I don’t want to, but she keeps asking me if I do. 
Interviewer: Do you feel safe when you visit him?
Layla: Yes. He’s just there with us all and I talk to him sometimes and I like the Tribe.
Interviewer: OK. You mentioned Dr. Peilter. She was your therapist, right? Has therapy been helpful for you?
Layla: Maybe at first, I guess. When it was just me and my sisters because I didn’t have anybody else to talk to about all the stuff that was going on. But now there’s Lupe and Josh, and the Valencias, and even Ms. Tillman. 
Interviewer: OK, let’s switch gears. You said earlier that you take medicine. Can you tell me a little more about that?
Layla: It’s because I get seizures. They make me space out. But now I take these two pills, and it doesn’t happen anymore. Dr. Grant explained it to me. I was scared at first that the medicine would be like my mom’s and didn’t want to take it, but she said that people take medicine for different things, and this wasn’t like what my mom took. 
Interviewer: Did she tell you anything else about it?
Layla: She told me what to look out for. Like, if I get dizzy or feel sick or stuff like that. And she talked to Lupe and Josh about helping me remember to take my pills. The Valencias help me remember now, and they always ask me how I feel when I take it.  
Interviewer: How often do you see Dr. Grant? 
Layla: I don’t know. Just for check-ups or if I get sick, I guess. But I haven’t been sick in a long time.
Interviewer: And how about your teeth? 
Layla: My teeth are great! I had a check-up and no cavities. And see, my front two teeth are coming in!
Interviewer: I can see that! How about we talk about school? I know you’re on summer break now, but how were you doing in school?
Layla: I like my new school. My best friend, Monique, goes there. Allie and Elise are my friends too and in my class. My sisters go there, too. 
Interviewer: How are you doing in school?
Layla: I got Bs and Cs last year. That’s good, right?
Interviewer: It sounds very good. Do you feel like you’re getting good help in school to get such good grades?
Layla: I think so. I like Ms. Sidana. She helps me in class a lot. And Ms. Walker is really funny. I also go to speech and have extra gym time. I think my teacher said that I might not need to do that when school starts again.
Interviewer: Great. Now, I’d like to know a little bit more about you, so I can better understand how DCFS worked with you and your family. Before you went into foster care, what did you like to do?
Layla: I don’t know. Guess watch TV. Maybe go play at the park with Kerry and Jessica.
Interviewer: What about things you maybe did as a family or with friends?
Layla: We didn’t do anything. My mom was hurt, so we tried to help around the house. And I didn’t really have friends. Kids teased me because I spaced out and then because our clothes were old and dirty.
Interviewer: What about now? What do you like to do?
Layla: I’m in gymnastics. That is a lot of fun. This fall, we will have our first competition. And Kerry, Jessica, and I do things with Helen and Mary. We go swimming and see movies. I have some friends that I met at school, and either they come over, or I go to their houses. 
Interviewer: Anything else?
Layla: Dancing! I really like the dancing we do at Raymond’s Tribe. I want to sign up for dancing classes.
Interviewer: That sounds like a lot of fun. We’ve really enjoyed talking with you today, Layla. Thanks for being such a good talker.
Layla: You’re welcome.
Interviewer: Is there anything else you’d like to say to us before we go?
Layla: I don’t know. I don’t think so.
Interviewer: OK. It was very nice to meet you, Layla. Thank you again.
