State Policy Submission Form
Mock State: Department of Family and Children’s Services
Item 1: Summary of State Policy Requirements
Requirements for initiation of maltreatment investigations:
· All accepted reports are assigned a Priority 1 or Priority 2 status for either an emergency or nonemergency response.
· Priority 1 investigations are classified as emergency and are initiated within 24 hours of receipt of the maltreatment report from the state hotline.
· Priority 2 investigations are classified as nonemergency and are initiated within 72 hours of receipt of the maltreatment report from the state hotline.
· Initiation is defined as face-to-face contact/interview with the alleged child victim or victims. 
Item 17: Summary of State Policy Requirements
· Each child in foster care has a complete physical examination by a qualified professional within 30 days of coming into care, unless the child had a complete physical within 60 days before entering care, and documentation of the examination can be obtained. 
· Each child in foster care has a dental examination within 45 days of entering care, unless the child’s last dental examination was completed within 60 days before entering care, and documentation of the examination can be obtained. This applies to a child of any age, other than a child younger than 12 months with no teeth.
· Ongoing dental exams, including teeth cleaning, occur at 6-month intervals after the initial exam, unless more frequent exams are needed.
· Children in foster care follow the recommended physical and dental examination schedule of the Early and Periodic Screening, Diagnosis, and Treatment (EPSDT) program. 
· The child’s caseworker maintains a record in the child’s case file of any prescription medication required to treat temporary or chronic conditions. The record contains the dosage and frequency of the medication, name of prescriber, reason for the prescription, list of potential side effects, and possible interactions with other prescription and nonprescription medication. The list is updated as changes occur. 
· The child’s caseworker is responsible for ensuring appropriate oversight of prescription medications for physical health issues by ensuring the child is seen regularly by a physician to monitor the effectiveness of the medication, assess any side effects and health implications, consider changes needed to dosage or medication type and determine whether medication is still necessary or if other treatment options are more appropriate. The caseworker follows-up on a quarterly basis with the resource parent/caregiver and the child if age appropriate about administering the medications and about the child’s experience.
Item 18: Summary of State Policy Requirements
· Each child in foster care has, at minimum, an informal assessment by the caseworker within 30 days of entering care to determine if the child has or displays any mental/behavioral health issues requiring a formal evaluation. The findings of the informal assessment are documented in the child’s case record narrative. If a formal evaluation is needed, the caseworker arranges for the evaluation within 60 days of the child entering care. The purpose of the evaluation is to identify any mental/behavioral health issues or needs, as recommended services to address.
· The child’s caseworker maintains a record of any psychotropic medications prescribed. The record contains the dosage and frequency of the medication, name of prescriber, reason for the prescription, list of potential side effects, and possible interactions with other prescription and nonprescription medication. The list is updated as changes occur. 
· Any psychotropic medications prescribed must be initially approved by the child’s parents or guardian (unless parental rights have been terminated), the child if 14 years of age or older, the caseworker, and the agency’s Psychotropic Medication Team. Psychotropic medications are monitored for effect and dosage by the prescribing physician at intervals decided upon by the physician, but at least every 3 months. Changes in dosage or medication, including the elimination of a medication, require approval of the child’s parents or guardian (unless parental rights have been terminated), the child if 14 years of age or older, caseworker, and Psychotropic Medication Team.
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