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Case Name: Dizenzo				Child: Samuel Dizenzo
Case Summary
Diane Dizenzo first came to the attention of the agency in April 2005 along with her infant daughter, Lisa. At that time, she and the infant were living with her sister, Kathy Kennedy and her family. The Department received a referral alleging Ms. Dizenzo’s neglect of her daughter. The report was unsubstantiated however Ms. Dizenzo agreed to voluntary in-home services to improve her parenting skills and to receive assistance in accessing other supports for her child. Ms. Dizenzo voluntarily relinquished her parental rights to the infant who was subsequently adopted by Kathy and Craig Kennedy. Later, Kathy and Craig Kennedys moved out of state with Lisa and their other children and severed contact with Ms. Dizenzo.

Ms. Dizenzo again came to the attention of the agency on April 3, 2011, 1 day after the birth of her second child, Samuel Dizenzo. Ms. Dizenzo had had no prenatal care, and Samuel was of low birth weight and tested positive for alcohol. He was lethargic and had feeding problems. Ms. Dizenzo appeared depressed and was having trouble engaging with and tending to her newborn. The Department worked with Ms. Dizenzo to create a safety plan, which involved Ms. Dizenzo’s aunt, Tina Ley, staying in the home with Ms. Dizenzo for 11-12 hours every day to help her tend to the infant, model appropriate parenting behavior, and serve as a safety monitor. In addition, the Department assisted Ms. Dizenzo by providing CPS childcare services to allow Ms. Dizenzo to engage in counseling services or for respite during those times Ms. Ley was unavailable. Ms. Dizenzo successfully engaged in services and the case was closed at the end of June 2011. 
Ms. Dizenzo again came to the attention of the Department in August of 2011 after she had missed a number of her counseling sessions, appeared to be suffering from more severe depression, and the reporter was concerned about her ability to safely care for Samuel. The Department learned that Ms. Dizenzo was grieving over the accidental death of Samuel’s father, John Starke on July 4, 2011. Ms. Dizenzo, independent of the Department’s involvement had already arranged for Tina and Olin Ley to care for Samuel while she engage in services. Given that the family was adequately addressing the child’s needs, the Department closed the investigation with no further services.
[bookmark: _Hlk510903932]Ms. Dizenzo came to the attention of the Department again on August 13, 2015, when police and EMS were called to the home of Ms. Dizenzo. She had been found unconscious by Ms. Ley, with 4-year-old Samuel beside her frightened and unattended. She was hospitalized and treated for alcohol poisoning. Ms. Dizenzo agreed to allow Samuel to stay full-time with Mr. and Ms. Ley while she received services. She successfully participated in services while spending significant time with Samuel and the Leys, however, was not yet ready to resume full time care. Given that the family was managing the issues and Ms. Dizenzo had made significant progress, the Department closed the case in May 2016, with Samuel remaining with the Leys.
Ms. Dizenzo came to the attention of the Department again on June 12, 2017. The Department was called to the home of Ms. Dizenzo, as she and her live-in boyfriend, Ricardo Greene, were being arrested for possession of cocaine with intent to distribute. Ms. Dizenzo arranged for the placement of Samuel with Mr. and Ms. Ley. Concerns regarding ongoing substance abuse and domestic violence surfaced during the subsequent CPS investigation. Criminal charges against Ms. Dizenzo and Mr. Ley were later dropped. After she was released, Ms. Ley agreed to participate in voluntary in-home services while the Leys provided care for Samuel. The Department arranged for substance abuse treatment services, services and supports for domestic violence, and drug testing for Ms. Dizenzo. The Department referred Mr. Greene to domestic violence services and drug testing.
Although Ms. Dizenzo initially engaged in services, gradually her attendance dropped off and in addition she lost her job. By December 2017, she was either failing to appear for drug testing, testing positive, or tests were inconclusive. In January 2018, Mr. Greene was arrested and jailed for possession of marijuana with intent to distribute. On January 23, 2018, Ms. Dizenzo came to the Leys’ home unannounced. She appearing to be under the influence and demanded Samuel’s return to her.  The Ley’s feared for Samuel’s safety should she take him, and Samuel expressed being frightened by his interaction with his mother. Ms. Dizenzo departed without taking the child. Ms. Dizenzo then ceased all contact with the Leys and the Department. The Department made efforts to locate her by calling, texting, going to her apartment, contacting the jail, and contacting other family members. The Department learned that she had vacated her apartment with no forwarding address. The Department was aware that Ms. Dizenzo remained in the area as she was seen at Samuel’s school and driving past the Ley’s home. She departed before the Leys could speak to her.
The Department assessed the risks to Samuel’s safety as very high given Ms. Dizenzo’s disengagement from services, substance use, and erratic behavior, and apparent homelessness. The Department filed for and was granted emergency custody on February 5, 2018.
The Department was finally able to contact Ms. Dizenzo on February 21, 2018. Ms. Dizenzo confirmed that she had lost her housing and was finically struggling as she was attempting to secure legal representation for her boyfriend in his criminal matter. The Department arrange for Ms. Dizenzo to participate in out-patient substance abuse treatment services and arranged for drug/alcohol testing. Ms. Dizenzo has also agreed to attend Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) meetings at least 2 times weekly. Ms. Dizenzo continues to be employed in a temporary, part-time position in a fast food restaurant. 
Ms. Dizenzo completed a 10-week substance abuse treatment program on June 29, 2018. However, an episode in July of 2018 demonstrated that Ms. Dizenzo is still struggling with substance abuse issues. On July 4, 2018, Ms. Dizenzo showed up unexpectedly at the Ley’s home, forced her way in past Ms. Ley, and tried to forcefully take Samuel. She was yelling and swearing and appeared to be under the influence of alcohol or drugs. Mr. Ley was not in the home. As Samuel ran from her grasp, Ms. Dizenzo left long scratches on his left arm. Ms. Ley called the worker and 911, and Ms. Dizenzo fled. The police were unable to locate her that evening and Ms. Ley refused to press charges. Although Ms. Dizenzo was remorseful about her behavior regarding this incident and apologized repeatedly to the Leys and to her son, it has demonstrated the need for ongoing treatment. Ms. Dizenzo has again begun participating in substance abuse services, including AA meetings, frequent conversations with her AA sponsor, and random drug/alcohol testing. 
She is participating in family time with Samuel in the Ley home twice weekly, under the Leys’ strict supervision, and sees him occasionally at family gatherings. 
Reason for Continued Custody
Ms. Dizenzo continues to work in maintaining her sobriety and address her mental health issues. She still lacks sufficient financial resources to secure her own housing. The Department has determined that services for Ms. Dizenzo continue to be essential before reunification can be attempted.
Child’s Information
Child’s Perception of Situation
Samuel is very comfortable in his current placement with his great aunt and uncle. He recognizes that his mother needs help to address her problems. He also verbalizes that she needs a more stable place to live before he can return to her. He was very frightened of his mother after the incident in July of this year, but he appears to have gradually moved past his fear. He has expressed dislike of his mother’s previously boyfriend and shared his concerns that this man physically hurt her on occasion.
Physical Health
Samuel was diagnosed as an infant with fetal alcohol effect and began receiving services shortly after birth. He has received physical and occupational therapy continuously since that time and has largely overcome his delays in gross and fine motor skills. Samuel had a complete physical exam on February 16, 2018 and was found to be in good health. He is small for his age but is developing normally. He had a dental exam with sealants and teeth cleaning on March 9, 2018, then had another exam on September 7, 2018. 
Mental/Behavioral Health
[bookmark: _GoBack]Samuel is a mild-mannered, well-adjusted child. He is loving and compliant and is very bonded to both his mother and the Leys, his relative caregivers. He was not unduly upset or traumatized by entering care, as he was already living with the Leys. He initially showed fear of his mother after the July 4, 2018, incident but seems to have gradually overcome that. He appears to have no mental or behavioral health issues that would require a more formal evaluation.
Education
Samuel is in the 2nd grade at Landville Elementary School and receives specialized services through an Individualized Education Program due to mild cognitive delays. He is a low-average student. 
Social/Emotional Development
Samuel is viewed positively by his teacher and classmates. He demonstrates appropriate social skills for his age and gets along well with his peers. He has friends in his neighborhood and enjoys both indoor and outdoor play with them. 
Placement
Relative Exploration
No relative search was necessary, as Samuel was already living with his current relative caregivers, the Leys, when the Department was granted custody. 
Description of Current Placement
Samuel Dizenzo is currently placed with is great aunt and uncle, Tina and Olin Ley.
Placement Type and Description:
Approved, unlicensed relative care provider. Tina and Olin Ley are in the process of becoming licensed as foster parents.
Needs of Foster Parents:
The Department has provided Samuel’s social security survivor benefits to the Leys to assist them with the care and support of Samuel. Tina and Olin Ley report no other needs.
Risk and Safety Assessment
Concerns identified include:
1) Ms. Dizenzo, mother, has a long history of CPS involvement and only minimally engaged in services in the last CPS in-home episode before custody was taken.
2) Ms. Dizenzo has used alcohol excessively for years, and, even after completion of a 10-week substance abuse treatment program, has demonstrated that further services are necessary. Her substance use negatively impacts her judgement and her ability to care for her son. 
3) Ms. Dizenzo has displayed erratic, out-of-control behavior on several occasions in the past, with the latest incident being as recent as July 4, 2018. Her young son expressed fear of her for a time after that incident.
4) Ms. Dizenzo has a history of depression. Her depression affects her ability to safely provide for her son. She needs mental health services to ensure that she can provide a stable, nurturing home for her son.
Permanency Plan
Reunification
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