CAUSE NO: 7512
IN THE MATTER OF						IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF
Samuel Dizenzo, CHILD					LINCOLN COUNTY, MOCK STATE
AND CONCERNING						THIRD JUDICIAL DISTRICT
Diane Dizenzo, RESPONDENT

PETITON FOR TERMINATION OF PARENTAL RIGHTS
I state on information and belief that the following is true:
Petitioner’s Name: 		Mock State Department of Family and Children’s Services
Petitioner’s Address:	1001 Center Street, Landville, Mock State 56780
Name of Child:		Samuel Dizenzo
Child’s DOB:			April 2, 2011
Child’s Address:		1499 Sparrow Street, Landville, Mock State, 56789
Name(s) of Foster Parents:	Tina and Olin Ley
Child has been previously adopted? 	 YES	 NO
Parent #1 Name:		Diane Dizenzo 
Address:			
DOB:				February 6, 1988
Parent #2 Name:		John Starke
Address:			NA
DOB:				June 21, 1984
DOD:				July 4, 2011
Child’s Legal Guardian:	Mock State Department of Family and Children’s Services
1.	The petitioner is interested as the legal guardian of the above-named child.
2.	The child is a 	 martial	 non-material child.
3.	The above-named father is  adjudicated	 presumed	 alleged	 biological	 unknown	 deceased
4.	The petition seeks termination of parental rights of
	 Parent #1 who  will   may  will not consent to the termination of his/her rights under §48.51 Mock State Stats.
If involuntary grounds for termination of parental rights exits under §48.516 Mock State Stats. A statement of the facts and circumstances which support these grounds is as follows:
1) Samuel Dizenzo has been neglected or abused as defined in Section 3C-2-4 MSSA 1975, and the conditions and causes of the neglect or abuse are unlikely to change in the foreseeable future despite reasonable efforts by Petitioner or other appropriate agencies to assist the parents in adjusting the conditions which render the parents unable to care for the children properly, pursuant to Section 3C-2-28 (B)(2) MSSA 1975.
2) The facts and circumstances supporting the grounds for termination set out above are as follows:
a. Samuel Dizenzo was placed in the custody of Petitioner on 5th day of February 2018 pursuant Ex Parte Order entered on 5th day of February 2018 and have been in the legal custody of Petitioner continuously since that date.
b. Samuel Dizenzo was adjudicated a neglected child in Lincoln County District Court, Children’s Court Division, in Cause No. 7512, on 16th day of March 2018. 
c. Respondent is unable or unwilling to provide proper parental care or control for Samuel Dizenzo. Petitioner has provided or made available services and support designed to correct this inability or unwillingness, but respondents have either not utilized these services and support or have been unable or unwilling to benefit sufficiently from them, or both. It is unlikely that this situation will change in the foreseeable future.
i.	Petitioner provided voluntary in-home services to Diane Dizenzo on three occasion since Samuel Dizenzo’s birth. Services were provided April 25, 2011 through July 1, 2011; August 27, 2015 through May 3, 2016; and July 6, 2017 through February 5, 2018.
ii.	The Petitioner has arranged for and paid for Diane Dizenzo to attend and participate in out-patient substance abuse treatment during each time Diane Dizenzo participated in voluntary in-home services and after Samuel Dizenzo entered foster care. 
iii.	The Petitioner has arranged for and paid for Diane Dizenzo to participate in drug testing to assess and monitor her substance use.
iv.	The Petitioner has arranged for and paid for Diane Dizenzo to participate in mental/behavioral health counseling during each time Diane Dizenzo participated in voluntary in-home services and after Samuel Dizenzo enter foster care.
v.	The Petitioner has arranged for and paid for Diane Dizenzo to receive an assessment and ongoing services to address domestic violence in her relationship with her partner.
vi.	The Petitioner has arranged for ongoing liberal supervised family time between Diane Dizenzo and Samuel Dizenzo while Samuel resided with alternative care providers and later when Samuel Dizenzo entered foster care.
v.	The Petitioner has assisted Diane Dizenzo in accessing services and participating in family time by providing her with transportation and/or bus passes.
vi.	Despite engaging in out-patient substance abuse treatment and drug testing, Diane Dizenzo has continued to abuse alcohol and other substances to the degree that in impacts her ability to safely parent.
viii.	Despite engaging in mental/behavioral health counseling, Diane Dizenzo’s behavioral health issues continue to impact her ability to safely parent. 
ix.	Diane Dizenzo has not engaged in services to address the domestic violence within her relationship and denies the existence of such.
x.	Despite the transportation assistance offered and provided by the Petitioner to engage in services and visitation, Diane Dizenzo has failed to do so.
xi.	Despite the services and supports provided by the Petitioner, Diane Dizenzo’s home environment has deteriorated as she is often without safe and stable housing and lack consistent economic resources.
x.	Samuel Dizenzo has been care of his great aunt and uncle, Tina and Olin Ley for more than half of his life. Tina and Olin Ley have supported him and ensured his needs were assessed and addressed prior to Samuel Dizenzo coming into Department’s custody.  
3) Samuel Dizenzo is not subject to the Indian Child Welfare Act.
4) Petitioner, at 1001 Center Street, Landville, Mock State 56780, requests that it be granted continued custody of Samuel Dizenzo, pending adoption.
5) Termination is in the best interests of Samuel Dizenzo, taking into consideration the physical, mental, and emotional needs of the child, including the likelihood of the child being adopted if parental rights are terminated. 
i.	The child is currently in a safe and stable placement with his great aunt and uncle, Tina and Olin Ley who have demonstrated a commitment to care and protect him his entire life.
6) Petitioner currently has legal custody of Samuel Dizenzo.
7) WHEREFORE, Petitioner prays that this Court enter its Judgment terminating the parental rights of Diane Dizenzo, with respect to Samuel Dizenzo, and for such other and further relief as the Court deems appropriate.
Respectfully submitted,
_Cliff Sanders___________
Children’s Court Attorney
April 24, 2019







