CAUSE NO: 7512
IN THE MATTER OF						IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF
Samuel Dizenzo, CHILD					LINCOLN COUNTY, MOCK STATE
AND CONCERNING						THIRD JUDICIAL DISTRICT
Diane Dizenzo, RESPONDENT

AFFIDAVIT IN SUPPORT OF EMERGENCY 
REMOVAL AND PETITION FOR PROTECTIVE SERVICES

I, Claire Van Dyke, in-home services caseworker for the Mock State Department of Family and Children’s Services (DFCS), affirm that the facts and allegations stated in this affidavit are within my knowledge and are true and correct.
The following facts show necessity for an order of emergency removal, ongoing temporary custody, and provision of protective services until further facts are ascertained.

1. CHILD(REN)
Name: Samuel Dizenzo
DOB: April 02, 2011

2. PARENTS
Name: Diane Dizenzo
Relationship: Mother
DOB: February 06, 1988

Name: John Starke
Relationship: Father
DOB: June 21, 1984 
DOD: July 04, 2011
3. ALLEGATIONS
Diane Dizenzo first became known to the DFCS in 2005 concerning the care of her infant child. That child was later adopted by a family member and is not subject of this matter. In 2011, Ms. Dizenzo had a second child, Samuel Dizenzo. Since 2005, the DFCS has conducted four child protective services (CPS) investigations and Ms. Dizenzo has participated in three in-home services interventions. The most recent CPS investigation occurred in June of 2017 when Ms. Dizenzo and her live-in boyfriend, Ricardo Greene, were arrested for possession of cocaine with intent to distribute. Ms. Dizenzo’s 6-year-old son, Samuel Dizenzo, was in the home at the time of the arrest. Police contacted DFCS for assistance in providing safe and appropriate care for the child. DFCS located a maternal uncle, Olin Ley. According to DFCS records and information provided by Ms. Dizenzo and Mr. Ley and this wife Tina Ley, Samuel has lived with Mr. and Mrs. Ley at least half his life. While charges against Ms. Dizenzo and Mr. Greene were eventually dropped and the two were released on June 30, 2018, Samuel remained under the care and supervisor of Tina and Olin Ley to allow Ms. Dizenzo to once again engage in voluntary in-home services to address substance abuse issues, create a safe home environment for Samuel, and establish financial stability. 
DFCS records further show that Ms. Dizenzo has had an alcohol use disorder for many years dating back to prior to Samuel’s birth. She has received out-patient substance abuse treatment on several occasions. She has also received mental health counseling and has completed two parent training courses. During this most recent in-home services case, DFCS has learned from multiple sources of incidences of domestic violence within Ms. Dizenzo’s home involving Diane Dizenzo and Ricardo Greene. Despite the evidence, both Ms. Dizenzo and Mr. Greene deny the existence of domestic violence.
In July 2017, service referrals for Ms. Dizenzo were made to domestic violence counseling, substance abuse treatment counseling, and twice-monthly random drug testing. Referrals were made for Mr. Greene to a perpetrators intervention program and twice-monthly random drug testing. Both agreed to attend Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) meetings at least twice weekly. Ms. Dizenzo completed intakes and initially engaged in services, although her attendance became less and less frequent, until she completely dropped out of all services by November 2017, with the exception of drug testing. Mr. Greene completed the intake for the perpetrators intervention program but never attended. He did not participate in any drug testing. Their attendance at AA meetings has been sporadic through the months and appears to have ceased.
Ms. Dizenzo participated in drug testing regularly through October 2017, with tests being negative. In November 2017, Ms. Dizenzo failed to appear for her first test, and the results of her second test was “negative dilute.”  In early December 2017, Ms. Dizenzo tested positive for marijuana and alcohol and failed to appear for her second test. She was also failed to appear for both tests in January. 
Ms. Dizenzo lost her job in November 2017 and reported being under great financial duress. On January 19, 2018, Mr. Greene was arrested and jailed for possession of marijuana with intent to distribute. He remains in jail. 
Samuel remained with Mr. and Ms. Ley with Ms. Dizenzo visiting Samuel in the Ley home. Over time, these visits became increasingly sporadic. On January 23, 2018, Ms. Dizenzo, arrived unexpectedly at the Ley home. Mr. and Mrs. Ley described her behavior as out-of-control and they believed her to be under the influence of alcohol or other substances. At that time, Ms. Dizenzo demanded that Samuel be returned to her. Mr. and Mrs. Ley feared for Samuel’s safety should he depart with Ms. Dizenzo. Although Ms. Dizenzo departed without Samuel, she told the Leys that she would be back, and they were not going to keep her child from her. Samuel reported to this worker he was fearful of his mother as a result of this incident.
This worker has made numerous attempts to locate Ms. Dizenzo after this incident including call and texting her, going to her last known address, contacting the jail, and contacting family members. On February 1, 2018, this worker went to her apartment and found it vacant.
Ms. Dizenzo has made not effort to contact the Department nor the Leys. This worker believes that Ms. Dizenzo is still in the vicinity as on February 2, 2018, the Leys saw Ms. Dizenzo parked by Samuel’s school in the morning. According to Mr. Ley, Ms. Dizenzo drove off when he attempted to approached her. On February 4, the Leys saw Ms. Dizenzo driving by their home but she did not stop.
Given Ms. Dizenzo’s ongoing substance abuse and mental health issues, her erratic behavior, her attempt to take Samuel with her when she was perceived to be under the influence and not executing good judgement, her current apparent lack of housing, and her unwillingness or inability to make contact with the Department or the Leys, the Department is requesting that legal and physical custody of Samuel Dizenzo be granted to DFCS pending further review so that the his safety can be ensured.
[bookmark: _GoBack]This worker has spoken to Tina and Olin Ley and Al Dizenzo, paternal grandparent to Samuel Dizenzo who indicate that Samuel Dizenzo has no Native American heritage.

Claire Van Dyke_________
Claire Van Dyke
In-Home Services Caseworker
Mock State Department of Family and Children’s Services
Affiant
SWORN TO AND SUBSCRIBED before me, the undersigned Notary Public on this 5th day of February 2018.
Simona Eade_________
Simona Eade
NOTARY PUBLIC in and for the STATE OF MOCK STATE
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